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same; it inspires a spirit that is unconquerable and solicitous
to undergo difficulties and dangers; and as long as there is
a man in America, so long will you have him against you
in the field.
" The war of France is of another sort; the war of
France is a war of interest; it was interest that first induced
her to engage in it, and it is by that same interest that she
will measure its continuance ; turn your face at once against
her, attack her wherever she is exposed, crush her commerce
wherever you can, make her feel heavy and immediate dis-
tress throughout the nation, and the people will soon cry
out to their government. Whilst the advantages she
promises herself are remote and uncertain, inflict present
evils and distresses upon her subjects; the people will become
discontented and clamorous, she will find the having entered
into this business a bad bargain, and you will force her to
desert an ally that brings so much trouble and distress, and
the advantages of whose alliance may never take effect"1
Fox was an indefatigable and a singularly accurate critic
of the wretched administration of North's Government; he
felt acutely the humiliation of allowing the enemy's fleet
to command the Channel and threaten the coasts; and he
spared no pains to drive an incompetent First Lord of the
Admiralty from office, and at the time the danger was at
its height he frequented the ports, and lived partly on ship-
board. In a letter to Fitzpatrick he described the emotions
he felt at the spectacle of a great English fleet making ready
for battle, and the affection and delight inspired in him by
the navy throughout his career were never more conspicuous
than they were during these perilous months. It is re-
markable that in the days when he mistrusted Pitt the most,
Fox never voted against any proposal to strengthen the
navy,2 and it is not unreasonable to suppose that this was
partly due to the fact that no Whig was ever quite sure of
the use to which an army might be put by the Court at home.
1  Nov. 26, 1778.    Speeches, vol. i. pp. 136, 137.
2 Cf. p. 296.